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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 


Subject: Air Oparatiou Agtbut North Vietnam (U) 


1. (TSJ la JCSM-41 =-64, dated 18 January 1966, subject u abo to, 
th« Joist Chief* of Staff momawftd a progress of air strike* agtioct 
North Viotaam CNYN) as as essential component of military strategy with 
respect to Soath Vietnam, That program eras restated most recently is 
JCSM-130-66, dated 1 March 1966, subject: M CY 1966 Deployments to 
Southeast Asia asd World-wide US Military Posture (S), *• in connection 
with CY 1966 deploymeate of forces to Southeast Asia. Certain elements of 
that program hare been approved and are being executed* Among those 
net yet approved is the early destruction of the NVN IPOD storage system, 
to bo followed by measures against the import of bulk petroleum and ocher 
war-s upporti ng material#. This memorandum reaffirms the views and 
recommendations ef tits Joint Chiefs of Staff oa those elements of the 
program net yet approved, specifically as they relate to the recent recom- 
mendations by Ambassador Lodge and CINCFAC concerning mining the 
approaches to Haiphong harbor. 
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1. (TS) Because of the immediate effect upon the NVN ability to move 
-supporting materials both within the country and southward through 
the infiltration routes, destruction of the known POL storage system is con- 
sidered to bo one ef the higher priority actions not yet approved. As was 
examined in detail in JCSM-81Q-6S, dated 10 November 1965, subject: 

“Air Operations Against the North Vietnam POL System (S), ” and 
JCSM-914-65, dated 50 December 1965, subject: “Attack Against Haiphong 
Petroleum Storage Ares, JCS Target No. 48 (S), " that capability is 
heavily dependent upon the government -operated POL -p o w e r ed transport 
system. The magnitude of the effort exerted by the NVN, with the 
assistance of the communist nations, to expand and improve LOCs, to 

f I 


- I 


Copy 




9 




:acn 


of 


•TiC.'t in 


Reproduction o. t.v.s 
or in part is p. chiV.it vJ except with 
permission o! the issumj- office- 

(Xj < /- Jpy 


v, lisle 




LCc. V.v, 2 


GROUP 3 
Downgraded at 12 year 
intervals; not 
automatically declassified 


9 41082 ^ 



iuiwEtmSrr 


*•<»»«» war matariai to thu tooth. ana ,o improv. oflOaoto . 
ono Mutln air eapabUMa. iadtcataa that praparattooa ara^»™!? 

optioot than hara fcaaa prarloiuly (ooolbto. Th... coa.id.raS™! I!r 

P* NVN . f ” of adJttloailr 

w effort. ^ b#COm * lacrc * ,ia « l y «igulficwt to the NVN 

, . (TE * Ac * i ° a * to r#8trict import*. Including closure of the H*lnhe»<r 

approaches by mining, would be substantially more effective 
respect to POL after stockpiles knd been destroyed, since stockaile * 
capacity L large tn relation to consumption. Th«e eeffeL. , 
priority after steckpUe de*tructfoeT^cau**. so W J POLte^. 
remain unrestricted, the loss of major .ton*. 

Tbe political sensitivity of NVN barbor^tbUne 

•hlfTin* to Vt *' «"»• * tt ~ k « •» 

M . jJ* T1 *® Jo4at Chief* of Staff therefore rec ommend th at the total 
air campaign against NVN described in JCShC - 41-66 be approved, witk 
?** of the NVN POL borage target eyste£ 

pol^ by^LC'‘ PU "*• CUa * ^ “* e ' am * « ** «•*- 


For the Joint Chiefs of Staff: 

SIGNED 


EARLES WHEELS 

Ghsinriail 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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